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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR MASS MO 

SUB J : INFORMATION MINISTER'S TRAVEL 

REF: STATE 095879 

OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT INFORMATION MINISTER BENHIMA 
HAS LEFT FOR FRANCE REPEAT FRANCE FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT. 
(AMBASSADOR RECEIVED THIS INFORMATION FROM COOPERATION 
MINISTER, MOHAMED BENHIMA, WHO HAD SPOKEN WITH 
INFORMATION MINISTER ON SUBJECT.) ON MAY 3 WE RECEIVED 
NOTEFROM FOREIGN MINISTRY SAYING INFORMATION MINISTER AND 
WIFE WISHED TO VISIT US AND OF COURSE TOOK STEPS TO ISSUE VISA 
ASAP. MINISTRY'S NOTE DID NOT STATE PURPOSE OF TRIP. MOHAMED 
BENHIMA SAID IT WAS SIMPLY CONTINGENCY MEASURE SHOULD MINISTER'S 
PLANS TO GO TO FRANCE FOR TREATMENT NOT WORK OUT FOR SOME 
REASON. 
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